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JOHN COBURN 

 

John Coburn was born in 1925 in North Queensland. At the age of 13, he was taken on atrip 

to Sydney. He visited the NSW art gallery where he fell in love with a painting by Arthur 

Streeton. After that point John Coburn was determined to become an artist. During World 

War 2, he trained with the Navy and then returned to work as a banker in Queensland. Later 

he announced to his shocked family that he was going to Sydney to study art. John Coburn 

was an artist who pursued abstraction art. Artworks by Matisse and Picasso were part of 

Coburn’s decisions in his art making. 
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1. Describe the LINES that are used in this artwork. 

There is straight line in the artwork. E.g. the side of the triangle and trapezium. The lines on the circle 

and other shapes are bent and curved. Line is used in this artwork to show that the artist is feeling 

glad because most of the line is straight. 

2. Describe the SHAPES used in this work. 

There are seven geometric shapes in the artwork. E.g. the circle and triangle. There is one organic 

shape. The organic shape takes the form of a leaf. 

3. Is this artwork light or dark? Describe the use of TONE 

The artwork has both light and dark colours. Half of the artwork is dark and half is light. There is not 

much tone in this artwork. Because there is no 3D objects. 

4. What TEXTURES can you see in this work? Describe them. 

This artwork is a painting. It is not normally textured. The artist has made this artwork look smooth. 

It has simulated texture. 

5. Describe the COLOUR scheme of this artwork, what is the effect of 

these? 

The artist has made the artwork have contrast. The background does not blend with the shapes. The 

secondary colours in the artwork are purple and orange. There are not any tertiary colours. 

6. What can you see in this artwork? What is the subject matter? 

I can see a variety of shapes. I can also see a range of colours. I believe that the artwork is the show 

the basics. The subject matter in this artwork is shapes. 


